
  

 

 

“Business as ministry for a world without poverty” 

The movement of Partners Worldwide all began with a 
simple question: “Is there a way for business people 
to become part of the solution to ending poverty, 
instead of being seen as part of the problem?” 

In 1994, a group of Christian businesspeople visited a 
community development project in Kenya run by the 
Christian Reformed World Relief Committee (CRWRC).  
They saw the problems faced by people in developing 
countries.  One thing became clear, high unemployment 
affected the entire community. 

The Lord convicted this group to go beyond financial 
contributions, to become personally involved in the work.  
Stewardship is not just about finances, it is about using 
all the gifts God has given; gifts of business skills, experience and management experience.  This group of 
businesspeople worked together to start an organization that would encourage business and professional 
people to become involved in business growth and job creation in developing countries.  Job creation has 
proven to be an important part of developing a sustainable solution to help end the cycle of poverty. 

In 1997 Partners for Christian Development [now Partners Worldwide] was established within the CRWRC.  
God blessed the efforts and dedication of volunteers and staff.  Partnerships were developed and relationships 
built between Christian brothers and sisters around the world. 

In January of 2005, Partners Worldwide stepped on its own and expanded its global business ministry.  Today 
there are 50 partner affiliates that have created over 23,000 jobs in member businesses and farms that are 
supporting families and transforming communities.  160 North American mentors and 552 in-country mentors 
give of their time and talents in an ever growing network of over 8,000 business members in 20 countries. 

As a partner with CRWRC, Partners Worldwide’s vision is a global movement of businesspeople using 
business solutions to eliminate poverty.  Our unique approach engages businesspeople to use their business 
skills, experience and resources in dynamic global partnerships.  Members provide business mentoring, capital 
and advocacy to help small and medium businesses grow and create jobs.  Partners Worldwide provides the 
necessary support for the partnerships to thrive. 

Why does Partners Worldwide work through partnerships? 

The very idea of partnership breaks the long-standing mold of one-way aid and charity. In its place, partnership 
establishes a two-way relationship forged for the advancement of God’s kingdom and the eradication of 
poverty through job creation. We believe that partnerships foster critically needed innovation, ownership, and 
cross-cultural dialogue. 

Building relationships are foundational to who we are and how we work. This level of engagement is 
transformational and effective, yet we also recognize that partnerships and cross-cultural relationships are 



challenging. We walk alongside people committed to partnerships by offering training, tools, lessons learned, 
and best practices to help equip them for the task.   

New England Partnerships are forming! 

Find out how your church can be part of what is called, Marketplace Ministry “the major mission movement 
of the 21st century.”  www.partnersworldwide.org 

Sustainable business with whole-life ministry impact is growing in Haiti – Join Us! 

To learn more about this exciting movement please contact our New England representative to help engage 
members and friends of your church family. 

Bob De Jong 
Haiti Business Recovery Initiative Associate 
Keene, New Hampshire 
603-313-9371 
bobd@partnersworldwide.org 
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